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Abstract

The purposes of this classroom research were to develop students’
analytical thinking skills and to examine the opinions of students towards
literature instruction based on a Reader-Response approach in the Introduction
to English Literature course. The sample was 59 second-year English major
students. The research instruments were 1) lesson plans for the Introduction to
English Literature course, 2) a 25-item test on the analytical thinking skills
taken from 501 Critical Reading Questions by the Learning Express Skill
Builder in Focus Writing Team, and 3) a five-scale opinion questionnaire used
for exploring the students’ opinion on the literature instruction based on a
Reader-Response approach in the Introduction to English Literature course.
The research procedure comprised collecting information on the students’
improvement on analytical thinking skills and opinions towards literature
instruction based on a Reader-Response approach. The data obtained were
analyzed for percentage, mean, standard deviation, and a mean difference
using a t-test. The findings of this research were that the students’ analytical
thinking skills were higher after they had participated in the literature
instruction course based on a Reader-Response approach at 0.05 level of
significance, and that the students’ opinions towards implementing literature
instruction based on the Reader-Response approach was at the highest level
(X=4.55).
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