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Hong Kong (Reuter, AP)- Half a million
people marched through Hong Kong yesterday,
giving a ringing endorsement of China’s pro-
democracy movement despite the apparent defeat
of reformist Communist Party leaders in Peking.

The march, that stretched for eight km
through the streets, crowned a week of unprece-
dented popular rallies in the British colony.

Professionals, students, shop workers and
officials joined the march beneath banners
demanding democracy in the colony’s giant
northern neighbour and mocking hardline Premier
Li Peng.

In Taiwan, an estimated 20,000 people
demonstrated in the country’s two largest cities
yesterday to support the democracy movement
in China.

About 10,000 students, movie stars and
retired servicemen, shouting slogans supporting
the mainland students, marched in a park in
downtown Taipei, carrying banners proclaiming
“Inseparable blood relationship and ‘‘long live
freedom and domocracy.”

“The students in Peking are fighting for
the future of all Chinese,” veteran actor Sun
Yueh told the gathering in a speech.

In the United States, about 500 protesters
demonstrated outside the Chinzse consulate in
Los Angeles and about 300 people gathered in
St Paul, Minnesota, to support the protests in
China.
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