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Arafat to stress peace in speech to UN
assembly

Parliament dissolved

Villagers rally in support of Premier

Political parties courting Chavalit
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Arafat is going to stress peace in his speech
to the U.N. assembly.
The Parliament was/has been dissolved.
»
Villagers rallied in support of Premier.
Political parties are courting Chavatit.
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Veera speaks to reporters at Buri Ram Provincial Court before being taken away to prison.

Veera gets four years
in jail for lese majeste

Buri Ram — Prachachon Party
secretary-general Veera Musika-
pong was sentenced by the Su-
preme Court yesterday to four
years in prison after being found
guilty of lese majeste charges.

The verdict means the former
deputy interior minister is prohib-
ited from running in the general
election, which he was to contest in
Phatthalung Province.

He also loses his right to vote and
to run in any other-election for five
years after completion of his jail
term.

The sentence was two years less
than the one imposed last October
by the Appeals Court. The Court of
First Instance earlier acquitted
Veera of lese majeste charges.

Both Interior Minister Prachuab
Suntrangkoon and Prime Minis-
ter's Office Minister Meechai Ru-
chupan yesterday said Veera would
have his term cut by one-fifth as a
result of a general pardon issued
under a Royal Decree to commemo-
rate His Majesty the King becom-

alter his responsibility for
having committed an act

@® Reactions: Page 3
. @ Background: Page 4

-FROMPAGE 1 . .

ing the longest-reigning Thai
monarch.

Provincial Judge Boonchuey
Kongmuang spent about one hour
reading the Supreme Court’s 35-
page verdict in a courtroom packed
with newsmen and Veera sympath-
isers, including his wife, relatives,
Prachachon Party leader Chalerm-
phand Srivikorn, Democrat Party
secretary-general Lt-Col Sanan
Kachornprasart and friends from
both the Prachachon and Democrat
parties.

Veera was accused of making re-
marks defaming Their Majesties
the King and Queen and HRH
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralong-
korn on two occasions during elec-
tion campaigning in Satuk and
Lam Plai Mat districts on July 13,
1986.

The Supreme Court said all pros-

wd-‘.

ecution witnesses who had heard
Veera’s remarks agreed they had
been intended to insult the King,
Queen and Crown Prince.

The court said that because most
of the witnesses did not know Veera
personally and did not have any
personal conflict with him, there
were no reasons to believe they
would exaggerate or distort his
remarks.

The court ruled that Veera’s
statements could have only re-
ferred to the Royal Family.

“The defendant’s remark that if
he could choose to be born he would
like to be born in the heart of the
Grand Palace as a Phra Ong Chao,
though without naming any per-
sons specifically, was intended for
Their Majesties and the Crown
Prince,” the court said.

It noted that although Veera had
made a public apology at Parlia-
ment for his comments, that did not

o Cp:ntihyed‘ Page 3

of lese majeste.

The court found Veera
guilty of two counts of lese
majeste and sentenced
him to six years in prison.
The term was reduced to
four years because of
Veera’s “contributions to-
wards the good of the
country”.

Veera, who appeared
calm after the verdict was
read, told reporters that

he accepted the court’s
sentence “with respect”.
He said his imprison-
ment would give him
more time to contemplate
his actions and meditate.
The Prachachon secre-
tary-general urged his
supporters in Phattha-
lung Province to vote for
his two running mates “to
prove that we are right in
breaking away from the

Democrats to form our
own group”.

He vowed to return to
politics in future years.

Veera'’s wife, Srivilai,
broke into tears after
hearing the verdict and
patted her
head as he left the
courtroom.

Veera was later escort-
ed to the provincial
prison.

husband’s’

“He will not be granted
privileges,” said the pris-
on warden, Lamyai Bua-
kate. He said Veera
would be held with other
convicts, although he
could request a transfer
elsewhere.

Prachachon Party lead-
er Chalermphand said he
regretted the matter, but
quickly added that
Veera’s  imprisonment
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would not affect the par-
ty's chances in the
election.

The party, he said, will
find a new secretary-gen-
eral after the contest.

“I am very sorry,” said
Democrat secretary-gen-
eral Sanan. “We are good
friends.”

He said the Democrat
Party should find means
to help Veera, even
though he belongs to a
different party.



28

A o
BUUKNYA
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Find the English words for the following Thai words.
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