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Appendix A
An IMustrative 10X Amplified Objective for a Third-Grade Level Reading
Comprehension Skill

DETERMINING SEQUENCE FROM TENSE
AND WORDS THAT SIGNAL ORDER

Objective :
The student will correctly identify the sequence ol three sentences by determining order from tense
and word words that signify order.
Sample Item :

Directions. Read the three sentences. Then mark an “X” next to the answer that
arranges the sentences in the proper order.
Example :

A. Once there were only candles for lighting the home.
B. Later therc were dim electric lights.
C. Tesla thought of a way to make the electric lights brighter,
a) A, C, B . B ABC — o C AB
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Amplified Objective :

Testing Situation.

1. The student will be given three sentences and will identify their proper sequence on the basis
of verb tenses and signal words.

2. Three sentences containing signal words and/or changes in verb tense will be provided.

3. Vocabulary will be familiar to the third grader.

Response Alternatives.

1. Three possible orderings of the sentence will be given.

2. At least one distractor should not consist of a random ordering. It should maintain the first
event as first, varving only the second and third events.

3. The other distractor may be any other incorrect ordering of the events.

Criterion of Correctness.

The correct answer will be the order that can be determined on the basis of one of the following :

1. Words that signify sequence, e.g., afterwards, finally, then, before, during, now, next, lastly,
later, earlier, meanwhile, long ago, once.

2. Verb tense (future, past, present)

Appendix B

An Illustrative Set of Criterion—-Referenced Test Specifications
for a High School Minimum Competency Test in Reading

DETERMINING MAIN IDEAS

General Description

The student will be presented with a factual selection such as a newspaper or magazine article
or a passage from a consumer guide or general-interest book. After reading that selection, the
student will determine which one of four choices contains the best statement of ‘the main idea of
the selection. . This statement will be entirely accurate as well as the most comprehensive of the
choices given.

Sample Item

Directions. Read the selections in the boxes below. Answer the questions about their
main ideas.

THE COLD FACTS

Had you lived in ancient Rome you might have relieved the symptoms of a common cold by
sipping a broth made from soaking an onion in warm water., In Colonial America you might
have relied on an herbal concoction made from sage, buckthorn, goldenseal, or bloodroot plants.
In Grandma’s time, lemon and honey was a favorite cold remedy, or in extreme cases, a hot toddy
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laced with rum. Today, if you don’t have an old reliable remedy 1o fall back on, you might
take one of thousands ¢f drug prepavations available without prescription. Some contain ingredients
much like the folk medicines of the past; others are made with complex chemical creations. Otd
or new, simple or complex, many of these products will relieve some cold symptoms, such as a
stopped-up nose or a hacking cough. Buat not a single onc of them will prevent, cure, or even
shorten the coursc of the conimon cold.

B!

I. Which onc of the following is the best statement of the main idea of the article vou just read ?
Old-fashinoned hicrbal remedies arc more effcctive than modern niedicines.

b. There are manyv kinds of relief, but no real cures, for the common cold.

c. Some of today’s cold preparations contain ingredients much like those found in folk remedies
of the past.

d. Americans spend millions of dollars a vear on cold remedies.

Stimulas Attributes

I. Bach item will consist of a reading selection followed by the gquestion “Which one of the
following is the best statement of the main idea of the (article sclection) vyou just read ?”
Eligible reading selections include adaptations of passages from factual texts such as gencrai-
interest books and consumer guides and pamphlets.  Care should be taken to pick selections of
particular intcrest to young adults and to avoid selections which may in the near future appear
dated. Each reading sclection will be titled, will be at least one paragraph long, and will
contain from [25-250 words. Not more than 1,000 words of reading material can be tested
in any scet of five items. At least two of the [ive items in any sct of five items must contain
reading selections that arc more than one paragraph long.
2. If necessary, the following modifications may be made to a selection used for testing :
a. A titie may be added if the sclection does not have onc, or if the selection represents a
section of a longer piece whose title would not be applicable to the excerpt. If a title is added.
it should be composed of a brief. intcrest getting and/or summarizing group of words.

b. A selection may be shoriened, bot only if the segment which is to be used for testing makes
sensc and stands as a cowplete unit of theught without (he paris which have been omitted
If necessary, minor cditing can be done to a reading selection which represents a shortening
of a longer piece, but this editing should be for the purposes of clarity and continuity only,
and not for the purposcs of increasing or decreasing the difficulty level, or changing the
content of the text.

3. Reading selections used fo; testing should not exceed a 9th grade reading level, as judged by
the Fryv readability formula.

Response Attributes

I. A set of four single-sentence response alternatives will follow each reading selection and its
accompanying question.  All of these statements must plausibly relate to the content of the
reading selectiosn, either by reiterating or paraphrasing portions of that selection or by building
upon a word or idea contained in the selection.

2. The three incorreci response alternatives will cach be based upon a lack of one of the two
characteristics nceded by a correct main idca statement: accuracy and appropriate scope. A
correct main idea statzement must be accurate in that cvervthing it states can be verified
the text it describes. Tt must have appropriate scope in that it encompasses all of the most
important points discussed in the text that it describes
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distractor exemplifies a lack of accuracy when it does any onc or more of three things :
Makes a statement contradicted by information in the text.

. Makes a statement unsupported by information in the text. (Such a statement would be

capable of verification or contradiction if the appropriate information were available.)
Makes a statement incapable of verification or contradiction; that is, a statement of opinion,
(Such statements include value judgments on the importance or worth of anything mentioned
in the text.)

distractor exemplifies a lack of appropriate scope when it does one of two things:

. Makes a statement that is too norrow in its scope. That is, the statement does not account

for all of the important details contained in the text.

. Makes a statement that is too broad in its scope. That is, the statement is more general

than it needs to be in order to account for all of the important details contained in the text.

. The important points which must be included in a main idea statement are those details which
are emphasized in the text by structural, semantical, and rhetorical means such as placement
in a position of emphasis, repetition, synonymous rephrasing, and elaboration. Whether any
given main idea statement contains all of the important points that it should is always debatable
rather than indisputable. The nature of the question asked on this test, i.e.; select the best
main idea statement from among those given, attempts to account for this quality of relative
rather than absolute correctness.
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