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Videoscript
Time
0.00 Some letters arc pushed through a letter box. A young girl picks them up and
walks into the kitchen where the family is having breakfast.
0.15 Girl : Post’s arrived.
he distributes the letters. The boy opens his letter and
suddenly smiles

Boy : Pve passed!
Mother : Oh, Jim. Well done!
0.45 Father : Congratulations, Jim.

That’s wonderful news,
0.52 End of sequence

For Teacher Reference

LANGUAGE : 1 Congratulating

FUNCTIONS “Well done!”
“Congratulations.”
2 Expressing satisfaction
“That’s wonderful news.”

SCENE : A house at breakfast time
CHARACTERS : Man, woman, young boy, young girl
RELATIONSHIPS : Mother/father/son, daughter
REGISTER : Informal

TONE : Friendly

VOCABULARY : pass (an examination)

Teaching Suggestions

Stage One: Defining the Context- What is Happening?

1 Before viewing, T writes pre-viewing questions on the board and
discusses questions with SS, The questions should help focus attention on the
context during the first viewing. Suggested pre-viewing questions:

Who are these pcople?
What are they doing?
What does the girl do?
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View without sound the first section only (0.00 o 0.25) until wherc

the girl gives the letter to the bov. SS discuss, in pairs or in groups, the
answers to prcviewing questions. T can write the suggested answers on the

Replay without sound the first section. T asks more specific questions:
What does she pick up?

What is the mother doing?

What is the son doing?

How many letters are there?

Who does she give them to?

View without sound the second section (0.25 to 0.40) until just before

the boy smiles. T asks further questions:

Does the boy look happy? Or sad? Or worried?
What do you think the letter says?
Do you think it is good or bad news?

View without sound the third section (0.40 to end). T asks further

questions:

Is he happy or sad now?

Why does he smile?

What do you think the letter says?
Is it good or bad news?

Is the rest of the family happy?

: Predicting the Language- What are they Saying?
View without sound the whole sequence. Pause during the sequence for
ask the following questions which will help SS guess what is being

What does the girl say? (0.15)
What do you think the boy says when he opens the letter? (0.42)
What do you think the mother and father say to him?

2
board.
3
4
5
Stage Two
1
T to
said:
2

In pairs or groups, SS try to predict the language spoken in the whole

sequence, keeping in mind the answers they have given to the questions above.
T can write the suggested answers on the board.

Stage Three: Summarising the Language

T Summarises on the board possible ways of congratulating. For example:

Congratulations!

Well done!

You've done very well!

May 1 congratulate you. (Formal)
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Stage Four: View, Listen and Compare

I Replay the whole sequence with sound. T asks SS to look and listen
in order to compare what they hear, with their own guesses. Who guessed
correctly ?

2 T asks SS to suggest what they think the boy has passed. Why has

he received the result by post? If necessary replay with sound only for
intensive listening to parts of the dialogue.

Stage Five: Acting the Scene

1 SS act out the sequence in groups of four., T monitors the groups and
corrects the language and pronunciation if necessary. T chooses one or two
groups to provide a model to the other SS.

2 SS act out the sequence again but substitute other expressions (from the
board in Stage Three) for those in the videoscript. T emphasises which
expressions are formal and which are informal.

3 T asks SS to act out the sequence again but substitute different good
news in the letter. SS themselves can suggest what could be in the letter.
Possible suggestions:

He has been offered a job.

He has been promoted.

His book is going to be published.
He has won a competition.

Stage Six: Optional Extension Activities

Asking questions T writes the following words or phrases on the board and explains
that they are the answers to possible questions about the sequence. T plays the
sequence again with sound and asks SS in pairs to form questions. For example,
the question for the first answer might be:
“How many letters are there?”

Three

A teapot

A plant

Because he has passed an exam

Breakfast
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