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Mental Processes

Unit

Class

Relations

Cognition (recogni-
tion of informa-
tion)

Memory, (retention
of information)

Divergent Produc-
tion (logical,
creative ideas)

Convergent Produc-
tion (conclusions
inductive thinking)

Evaluation
(critical thinking)

Recognition that
word has meaning

Recall Specific
word meanings

Meaning from
context by
inference

Meaning from
structure of context
(i.e. appositive
sentence)

Acceptance or
rejection of
author’s diction

Recognition of
sentence as com-
plete thought

Recall of thoughts
of sentence
(rever berations)

Selecting 1mplied
meaning of
sentence

Combining ideas
into literal
meaning of
sentence

Acceplance or
rejection of
author’s diction

Recognition of
paragraph mean-
ing (literal idea
of paragraph)
Comprehend main
idea as summa-
tion of sentences
(reverberation)
Choosing implied
main idea

Evolving main idet
as extension of
topic sentence

Acceptance or
rejection of main
idea as fact or
opinion ; check
author’s sources ;
compare with ow

experiences and
beliefs



Systems

Transformations

Implications

Recognition of types of
relationships within struc-
ture of paragraph

Summarize facts of para-
graph in own words with
due attention to structure

Analyze author’s reasons
for structure

Categorize structure of
paragraph ; outline it

Look for fallacies in logic,
appeals to reader’s emo-
tions, overgeneralizations,
omissions, distortions

Underline Key words of
paragraph

Combine recall with own
associations

Construct rebus of para-
graph ; offer new titles
for paragraph

Choose among alternate
titles or statements of
main idea

Identify author’s viewpoint
and purpose ; compare
with other viewpoints ;
explore the ultimate
outcomes of acceptance
of author’s viewpoint

Check

Recognize that there are

implications in author’s
main idea

Choose possible implica-

tions from given
alternates

Amplify author’s implica

tions and ideas in free
association

Suggest future applications

of author’s ideas

author’s  back-
ground as basis for view-
point ; react to author’s
value judgements; examine
author’s basic assumptions
and inferences from

these
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“If reading is akin to thinking and represents means of generating predictive
system, and if science is a search for relationships, then the science of critical
reading requires that such actions be central. We cannot be satisfied with passive
reading accomplished through passive processes and dirccted by passive teaching and
least of all at the college level. We must require that reading be a thinking act
and teach it that way.”
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