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LEARNING MATERIALS
FOUNDATION ENGLISH II (1991)
UNIT 1 : WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS

PURPOSES OF THE TASK : 1. to practise reading a newspaper article
2. to practise extracting information from a videoed film

3. to review the use of future tense

LEVEL : advanced students (Code ‘a’)
TIME : approximately 50 minutes

AIDS videoed film

STAGES 1. READING COMPREHESION:

Students will read a story about Nostradamus so that they
will have some background about the story before watching the
film. General comprehesion questions are asked.

2. INTERPRETING:
Some predictions written in verse are given for students to read
and interpret their meanings by matching them with the given
real events. This exercise also helps students to be familiar with
the verses of predictions that will be cited in the film.

3. LISTENING COMPREHENSION:
With some background given earlier, students now can look
forward to hearing the predictions and their interpretation of the
coming decade. Questions are given so that students can use them
to help focus their listening. They can also be used to check
students’ listening comprehension.

4. FEEDBACK:
Students check answers from the key provided.

5. EVALUATION:
If students get less than 50%, they should watch the video again.
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PART L

A. Do you read your weekly horoscope ? Who do you think can make accurate predicitons ? There is one person

who is famous worldwide for making many predictions that have come ture. Read about his story.

Mg
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Stories of people able to make predic-
tions that have come true can be found all over
the world. One of the most famous of these
people is a man who lived over 400 years ago.
Known as Nostradamus, he prophesied with
such accuracy that many people still call him
"the prophet”.

Michel de Nostredame, born in France in
1503, did not earn his living as a fortune -teller.
He was, instead, a highly skilled physician who
travelled widely and treated both the poor and
the wealthy. By the time he was 30, he himself
was rich and famous.

As he became famous, people began
telling stories about his powers to predict the
future. While many of these stories appeared
after his death, one of the most famous was
being told about him while he was alive.

The story is that a nobleman wanted to
test Nostradamus powers of prediction and
asked him what would happen to two pigletsthat
the nobleman owned- a white one and a black
one. Nostradamus said that the nobleman would
eat the black one but that a wolf would eat the
other.

The nobleman, wishing to trick Nos-
tradamus, immediately ordered his cook to
prepare the white piglet for dinner. The noble-
man's efforts were useless, however. While the
white piglet was being prepared, a wolf, kept as
a pet by one of the servants, stole it, and the cook
served the black piglet instead.

In 1555, Nostradamus published a set of
ten books titled Centuries. Each book contained
100 predictions, and each predicton was written
in verse.

To make these predictions, Nostradamus
said that he only gazed into a bowl of water. But
to write the predictions, he had to use a way of
expressing himself indirectly so that he would
not be accused of being a witch. If he had been
accused of witchcraft, he could have been
executed.

He also knew that some of his prophecies
would be unpopular-for example, he prophesied
the execution of the French king in 1793.

Thus he wrote in a strange mixture of
languages and symbols, which enabled his
readers to interpret the predicitons in a wide
variety of ways.

Why are modern people still
interested in Nostradamus? For one thing,
it is amazing that a man could make a
prediction in 1555 that would come true in
1793, when the French king was executed.
Nostradamus also foresaw the rise of Na-
poleon and his death in the early 1800s.

Another reason for modern interest is
that Nostradamus predicted the coming of
three anti-Christs. For him, an ‘anti-Christ’
was a man who would bring terror and
destruction to the world. The first anti-
Christ, according to Nostradamus, was Na-
poleon. The second was Hitler.

Nostradamus predicted that Hilter
would not win the war, and in an effort to
make people believe the opposite, the Ger-
mans during World War II wrote their own
"Nostradamus’ prophecies predicting that
Germany would win.

The British, fighting against the
Germans, immediately responded by mak-
ing up their own set of prophecies by
Nostradamus saying that the British would
win.

Even after four centuries,
Nostradamus still had the power to affect
people.

Today, some people insist that his
use of languages and symbols have con-
fused his writings and that his predictions
can be interpreted in a great many ways.
Yet, if you want to wait, there is one way
to test whether at least one of his predictions
is true.

According to Nostradamus, the third
anti-Christ has not yet appeared.

Nostradamus died quietly in his bed
in 1566.

From The English Companion, 1984
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B. Now answer the following questions. Write your answers in the answer sheet.
1. Who was Nostradamus ? Why has he become famous worldwide ?
2. How did Nostradamus make his predictions known ?
3. How many predictions did he write ? How did he write them ?
Why did he write them in such a way ?
4. What did Nostradamus mean when he wrote about "anti-Christ” ?
Who are the three “anti-Christs” ?
5. Give an example showing that his predictions were influential.
C. The following are some of Nostradamus’ predictions that have become true. Match them with the real events

that have happened. Write only the letter A. B or C.

NOSTRADAMUS' PREDICTIONS REAL EVENTS

1. The eldest sister of the Britanic Island
Shall be born 15 years before her brother
By what is promised her and help of truth

She shall succeed in the Kingdom of Balance.

2. Nine will be set apart from the human flock
Separated from judgment and counsel
Their fate to be determined on departure
The unripe fruit to be the source of great scandal

Great shame, to the other great praise.

3. Rain, famine, war in Persia having not ceased,
Too great a faith shall betray the monarch
Being ended there, it shall commence in France.

A secret omen to one that he shall die.




62

REAL EVENTS THAT HAVE HAPPENED

A. The fall of Shah of Iran by Khomeini who launched his coup against the Shah i Paris.

B. The Declaration of Independence of America in 1776 which was 15 years before the indepen-
dence of France in 1791. Later America became the power balance of the world.

C. The explosion of the Challenger Shuttle in January 1986 killing eight astronauts and a teacher. While

American was experiencing this great loss, the USSR successfully launched their spacecraft.
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PART Il Video viewing
The following excerpt of a video "The Man Who Saw Tomorrow” contains the predictions made by

Nostradamus for the coming future. Watch the video and answer the questions.

1. Are the predictions for the coming future comforting ?
Yes No
2. Nostradamus said something will happen when "the comet shall run.”

According to the interpretation the comet refers to

3. What will happen when the “comet shall run”?

a.

b.

C.

4. Where will the great earthquake occur ?

5. When will the Third World War be ?

6. Who will start the war ?

7. How long will the Third World War last ?




8. What is the first nuclear target ? Is it likely to be saved ?

9. Who will eventually win the war ?
a. the Middle East and Russia
b. America and Russia

c. America and Japan

10. When will peace be restored ?
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