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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to investigate first-year Thammasat students’ opinions of and needs for

a Self-Access Learning Center (SALC).

A mixed-method approach was applied in this study, whereby a questionnaire was distributed to all
participants (n = 505) and a semi-structured interview was conducted among a randomly sampled group of the
former (n = 32).

The results suggested that the students strongly perceive the value of autonomous learning as high.
However, they had a low understanding of concept of autonomous learning. The students needed to improve their
English language skills as well as their knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. In addition, the students strongly

demanded that a consulting clinic be set up.

To sum up, in spite of their positive attitudes towards the concept of self-directed learning, the students
generally lacked initiatives and the skills to go about learning on their own. Suggestions regarding how the

problems can be solved have been provided.
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