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Abstract

This paper which reports a behavioral study of students’ use of dictionaries seeks to investigate (1) whether
the students are familiar with the use of a dictionary, (2) what they use it for and (3) how a dictionary helps them
while they are studying the course, Grammar & Writing Skills. The subjects were 16 students registered in the course
referred to above, in the second semester of academic year 2009. A questionnaire was used to collect data and the
data were analyzed in terms of percentage. It was found that (1) most students were familiar with the use of a
dictionary but they couldn’t remember the order of the alphabet (2) they used a dictionary to look for meanings,
parts of speech, spelling, usages and synonym/antonym and 3) they viewed a dictionary as a necessary tool in
studying this course because it helped them to use the words they wanted in sentences. It was also found the

students preferred to use a mono-lingual dictionary.
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