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Panel Discussion

Theme: ESP in Southeast Asia: Current Concerns

Panel Discussion Questions

Set A

1. My perception of English teachers is that, given

a choice, they would much rather teach any
English course (e.g., General English, proficiency
courses, L-S-R-W skills, etc.) than handle ESP
courses (e.g., EBT, English for Engineering, etc.)
How, in your opinion, can this negative attitude

towards ESP/LSP instruction be changed to a

more positive outlook?

Set B

1. Is knowledge of and experience in the culture of the
subject being taught in ESP crucial in the make-up
of an ESP teacher? For example, if a teacher well-
versed in economics has successfully taught ESP to
business organisations does she have to acquire
intensive/extensive knowledge in law if she has to

teach lawyers?

2. Do you think it is necessary for the teachers of
ESP to have some knowledge about the subject

they are not familiar with? If yes, to what extent?

3. As a great number of general English teachers
have to teach ESP and some of them probably
feel insecure when appearing in front of the
students who know more than they do in terms of
the subject (especially the arts-oriented teachers
assigned to teach the science-oriented students),
could you give us some suggestions about how
to solve that problem? If it's not too much trouble,

I'd like to hear comments from every one of you.

4. Again and again on the first day of the con-
ference 1 am getting a view of the ESP teacher
(practitioner) as inexperienced and unqualified.
Alan Waters in the plenary session for instance says
"The ESP practitioner ... experienced and well

qualified before .....
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By implication, therefore he is no longer well My question therefore is

experienced or qualified now, especially as again a. On what basis are such findings made? Experi-
quoting Waters : much of what goes on in ESP is ence?

actually remedial English ...." (rather than ESP) Questionnaire studies? Observations?

. . b. If such findings are valid then what exactly can
The picture of an average ESP teacher being

we do, and rather quickly too, to upgrade
inexperienced unqualified, and therefore as I d Y pe

) . i i) the current ESP practitioner?
see it, mediocre rather worries me.

ii) the potential ESP practitioner?
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