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This book has been written against a background of both reckless optimism and reckless despair. It
holds that Progress and Doom are two sides of the same medal; that both are articles of superstition,
not of faith. It was written out of the conviction that it should be possible to discover the hidden
mechanics by which all traditional elements of our political and spiritual world were dissolved into a
conglomeration where everything seems to have lost specific value, and has become unrecognizable
for human comprehension, unusable for human purpose. Hannah Arendt, The Origins of
Totalitarianism (New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., 1973 ed.), p.vii, Preface to the First

Edition.
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This book has been written against a background of both reckless optimism and reckless despair. It
holds that Progress and Doom are two sides of the same medal; that both are articles of superstition,
not of faith. Interestingly enough, Arendt avoids much of the debates found in some of the less

philosophical literature about totalitarianism.
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4 o @ awv a o 4
!ﬁ@u1%@ﬂ’ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ@]iﬁﬁ]Wﬂ‘ViuQﬁ@ UNAININY UNANNITING ATWA FUNTNIU WN18LIE
A A A A 9 = 9 9 a 1 = o 1 ~ <A
AIAUNAYITO Internet YTD INNDU HIVIUADIDNOIDY NN NS Y "Iﬁﬂiy,‘ﬂﬂuﬁflﬂﬂﬁﬂ 1 nAD N9
1 4 a A
llll?Jﬂ”l'iﬂNﬂQ‘V]ll"l

v
@ 1 =

A296199 2 MIHWBMAUENTNT (footnote) VDITOYA UTIAINATOIMIBD YTz MANTDINTOINIG

Do

WA L

This book has been written against a background of both reckless optimism and reckless despair. It
holds that Progress and Doom are two sides of the same medal; that both are articles of superstition,

not of faith.1 Interestingly enough, Arendt avoids much of the debates found in some of the less
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philosophical literature about totalitarianism. 1 Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism

(New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc., 1973 ed.), p.vii, Preface to the First Edition.
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A. As Hannah Arendt explains, her book was “written against a backdrop of both reckless optimism and

reckless despair.”1 The book “holds that Progress and Doom are two sides of the same medal . . ..”2

B. As Dr. Arendt has explained:

This book has been written against a background of both reckless optimism and reckless despair. It holds
that Progress and Doom are two sides of the same medal; that both are articles of superstition, not of faith.1
Interestingly enough, Arendt avoids much of the debate found in some of the less philosophical literature

about totalitarianism.
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paraphrase)

Hannah Arendt’s book, The Origins of Totalitarianism, was written in the light of both excessive
hope and excessive pessimism. Her thesis is that both Advancement and Ruin are merely different
sides of the same coin. Her book was produced out of a belief that one can understand the method in
which the more conventional aspects of politics and philosophy were mixed together so that they lose

their distinctiveness and become worthless for human uses.
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The first edition of The Origins of Totalitarianism was written in 1950. Soon after the Second World
War, this was a time of both reckless optimism and reckless despair. During this time, Dr. Arendt
argues, the traditional elements of the political and spiritual world were dissolved into a
conglomeration where everything seems to have lost specific value. In particular, the separation
between the State and Society seems to have been destroyed. In this book, she seeks to disclose the

hidden mechanics by which this transformation occurred.
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(1) reckless optimism and reckless despair (2) traditional elements of the {muﬁmmﬂ&’uaﬁu}
political and spiritual world were dissolved into a conglomeration where everything seems to have lost

specific value
(3) hidden mechanics.
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Following the Second World War, scholars from a variety of disciplines began to explore the nature
of “totalitarianism.” One of the most pressing issues for these writers understood the “essence” of
totalitarianism. How, for example, is a totalitarian regime different from an authoritarian regime?
Although authors disagree on the precise answer to this question, a common thread running
throughout most of the classic works on totalitarianism deals with the relationship between State
and Society. In a totalitarian state, the traditional boundaries between State and society are

dissolved into a conglomeration so that the two become indistinguishable.
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But Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the National
Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of the nationalists,
were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian. The Afrikaner People were a Christian
people, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian. (Source: Irving Hexham, The Irony of

Apartheid, Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981, p. 185).
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But General Hertzog recognized the danger and fought for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the
National Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of the
Nationalists, were in the view of the newspaper Het Westen, thoroughly Christian. The Afrikaner

People were a Christian People, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian.
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Hexham writes "But General Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the rights of the
Afrikaner. Only the National Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems.
The politics of the nationalists, were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian. The
m

Afrikaner People were a Christian people, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian."

@ Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 185.
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But Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the National
Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of the nationalists,
were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian. The Afrikaner People were a Christian
people, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian. (Source: Irving Hexham, The Irony of

Apartheid, Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981, p. 185).
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Professor Hexham brilliantly observes that Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the
rights of the Afrikaner. Only the National Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial
problems. The politics of the nationalists, were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian.
The Afrikaner People were a Christian people, therefore their politics must of necessity be

Christian.
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Professor Hexham observes that "Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the rights of the
Afrikaner. Only the National Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems.
The politics of the nationalists, were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian. The
m

Afrikaner People were a Christian people, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian"

“ Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 185.
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But Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the National
Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of the nationalists,
were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian. The Afrikaner People were a Christian
people, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian. (Source: Irving Hexham, The Irony of

Apartheid, Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981, p. 185).
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In his insightful book The Irony of Apartheid Dr. Hexham observes that Dr. Hertzog recognized the
danger and stood up against the British for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the Nationale Partie
offered a real solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of Afrikaner Nationalists, were
in the view of Het Westen, entirely Christian. The Afrikaner Volk were a Christian People, therefore
their politics must of necessity be Christian.'

1Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid, chapter 7
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In his book The Irony of Apartheid Dr. Hexham observes that "General Hertzog recognized the
danger and stood up against the British for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the National Party
offered a real solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of the Nationalists, were in the
view of Het Westen, entirely Christian. The Afrikaner People were a Christian People, therefore
nw®

their politics must of necessity be Christian.

1Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 185.
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Such views articulated in the student magazines, also received clear, though less detailed treatment
in Het Westen. Afrikaners were reminded that they were a Calvinist People with a duty to retain
their nationalism. In the view of Het Westen, ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church like General
Botha=s friend Herman Bosman were mistaken in arguing, like their leader Andrew Murray, for
the separation of religion and politics. (Source: Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid, Lewiston:

Edwin Mellen, 1981, p. 185 and 187).

MInaaan
Such views articulated in the student magazines, also received clear, though less detailed treatment
in The Westerner which reminded Afrikaners that they were a Calvinist Volk with a duty to retain
their nationalism.' In the view of this newspaper, ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church like
Herman Bosman, General Botha=s friend, were "mistaken in arguing, like Dr. Andrew Murray for
the separation of religion and politics" even though he was their mentor.’
1Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), 182.
* The Westerner, 4/12/1912.
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Hexham writes "Such views articulated in the student magazines, also received clear, though less
detailed treatment in Het Westen. Afrikaners were reminded that they were a Calvinist People with a
duty to retain their nationalism."' Later he adds that "In the view of Het Westen, ministers of the
Dutch Reformed Church like General Botha=s friend Herman Bosman were mistaken in arguing,
like their leader Andrew Murray, for separation of religion and politics."2

1Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 182

’Ibid., p. 187.
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Hertzog's policies were also seen as an expression of the myth of apartheid. He, and he alone, was
represented as holding a realistic racial policy by which was meant one which segregated black from
white. ""Natives have to learn that they are not equal to whites," Het Westen declared. The native
must learn to recognize that white technology and industry has raised them from barbarism. Too
many people reacted emotionally to the race question and assumed colored people could be given a
greater say in the government of South Africa. (Source: Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid,

Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981, p. 184).

MInaaan

According to Hexham '"Hertzog's policies were also seen as an expression of the myth of
apartheid."1 He, and he alone, was represented as holding a realistic racial policy by which was
meant one which segregated black from white. The Afrikaans newspaper, Het Westen declared
""Natives have to learn that they are unequal to whites."” Hexham says this meant that '"the native
must learn to recognize that white technology and industry has raised them from barbarism."
Clearly, in view of Het Westen too many individuals reacted emotionally to the race question. Only
radicals assumed Colored People could be given a greater say in the Government of South Africa.’
lIrving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 184.

* Het Westen, 7/27/1906.

} Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 184.
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According to Hexham "Hertzog's policies were also seen as an expression of the myth of apartheid.
He, and he alone, was represented as holding a realistic racial policy by which was meant one which
segregated black from white."" The Afrikaans newspaper, Het Westen, declared '"Natives have to
learn that they are not equal to whites."” Hexham says this meant that '"the native must learn to

recognize that white technology and industry has raised them from barbarism."’ Clearly, in view of
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Het Westen, "Too many people reacted emotionally to the race question and assumed colored people
could be given a greater say in the government of South Africa."’

1Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen), 1981, p. 184.

* Het Westen 7/27/1906, cited in Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen,
1981), p. 184.

3Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 184.

* Het Westen cited in Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 184.
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But Hertzog recognized the danger and stood up for the rights of the Afrikaner. Only the National
Party offered a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems. The politics of the nationalists,
were in the view of Het Westen, unquestionably Christian. The Afrikaner People were a Christian
people, therefore their politics must of necessity be Christian ... Such views articulated in the
student magazines, also received clear, though less detailed treatment in Het Westen. Afrikaners
were reminded that they were a Calvinist People with a duty to retain their nationalism. (Source:

Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid, Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981, p. 185 and 182).
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Standing up for the Afrikaner's rights because of the dangers he saw looming, Hertzog argued that a
Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems was to be found in the policies of the National
Party. Nationalist politics were according to Het Westen undoubtedly Christian and he

Afrikaner People must support them because they were a Christian People.

Views like these were expressed by students in their magazine ...

msneanHemsdelaifuanmaAnInINedn Rvsnzay

Hexham argues that standing up for the Afrikaner's rights because of the dangers he saw looming,
Hertzog argued that a Christian solution to South Africa's racial problems was to be found in the
policies of the National Party. Nationalist politics were according to Het Westen undoubtedly
Christian and he Afrikaner People must support them because they were a Christian People.(l) He
also observes that Views like these were expressed by students in their magazine.m The problem with
Hexham's argument it that he pays far too much attention to the views of Hertzog and the students
who supported Hertzog's views. He also fails to explain exactly what Hertzog meant by " Christian"
thus overlooking the fact that Hertzog was actually an agnostic inspired by Bismark's son-in-law
Count Keyserling.

Consequently he fails ...

“ Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), p. 185.

@ Irving Hexham, The Irony of Apartheid (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1981), 182.
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